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^ LAS'KA, the largest of the
territorial possessions of
the United States, sepa-
rated from the home
states by the Dominion
of Canada and reached
only by ocean routes. Its
most southern town, on
the southeastern long
arm of land which shuts
northern British Colum-
bia from the sea, is
Ketchikan. By water
Sitka, the former capital,
is 400 miles farther north. The distance
from Sitka to Seattle, Washington, is 1,130
miles. Juneau, the present capital, is 160
miles northeast of Sitka, and it is also in the
same narrow arm of the territory. One must
travel nearly 500 miles beyond Juneau to
reach the main land area of Alaska.
The compact section of the territory is
about 800 miles in width from east to west
and about the same in length from north to
south. The entire territory is a great penin-
sula, surrounded by the Arctic Ocean, Bering
Sea and the Pacific Ocean, but the term
Alaska Peninsula is reserved for the long,
narrow strip of land jutting into the sea
from the southwestern mainland. This
peninsula terminates in the Aleutian Islands.
The area of Alaska is 586,400 square miles;
it is larger than the combined New England
States and every state that is touched by the
Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico, ex-
eluding Texas. The population in 1920 was
55,036; by 1930 it had increased to 59,278,
of whom one-third were natives.
The northernmost point (Point Barrow)
is 1,200 miles from the North Pole; the most
easterly is geographically 700 miles west of
San Francisco; the meridian of Honolulu
runs through the center of the Aleutian Is-
lands, and the most westerly island of that
group is directly north of New Zealand.
Surface and Drainage. The mountains
and rivers divide Alaska into four districts:
1. The Coast District, extending along
the coast from British Columbia to the be-
ginning1 of Alaska Peninsula and inland to
the coast range of the Alaskan Mountains.
It has a width varying from thirty to
seventy-five miles and includes a number of
adjacent islands. This district is famous for
its glaciers, which fill the heads of many of
the narrow inlets. Those around the head of
 Lynn Canal and Glacier Bay are best known.
The principal rivers of this region are the
Copper, with its tributary, the Chichitna,
and the Matanuska, Knit and Suchitna, all
flowing into Cook's Inlet. The Suehitna is
navigable for about 110 miles, and its tribu-
tary, the Yetna, for about 100 miles. The
coast district is bounded on the north by the
principal range of the Alaskan Mountains,
which form a watershed between it and the
Kuskokwim and Tanana rivers. This is the
highest mountain range in North America;
it culminates in Mount McKinley, which has
an altitude of 20,300 feet.
 2.	The Alaskan  and Aleutian District.
This projection is formed by a continuation
of the mountains in a southwestward direc-
tion.    The chain of islands,  about 150 in
number, is a series of mountain peaks pro-
jecting above the sea and reaching almost to
the Asiatic coast.   All are extinct volcanoes,
and some have an altitude of 8,000 feet.
 3.	The   Kuskokwim  District.    This   in-
cludes the basin of the Kuskokwim River and
contains a large area suitable for settlement.
 4.	The Yukon District.    This embraces
all of the territory from the southern water-
shed of the Yukon basin to the Arctic Ocean.
In the eastern portion it is mountainous, but
to the north and west it consists of a low,
gradually sloping plain.   The Yukon receives
two important tributaries, the Tanana from
the south and the Porcupine from the north.
Climate. Each topographical district dif-
fers from the others in climate and soil. The
coast district is protected from the winds
from the north by the high mountain barrier
that forms its inland boundary. It is also
subject to the influence of the "warm Pacific
or Japan Current. For these reasons it has
a much warmer climate than those portions
of the eastern coast of the continent having
the same latitude. The northern third of
Alaska has an Arctic climate; below those
latitudes the influence of winds and ocean
currents is felt At Sitka 0° has seldom
been recorded; the temperature there varies
from 3° to 54° in February, the coldest
month, and from 35° to 90° in August, the
warmest month. In Central Alaska the tem-
perature falls during the long winter nights
to —55°; in the short, hot summer months it
reaches 90°. Rainfall varies from 130 inches
a year at Fort Tongass, where the moist
Pacific winds carry moisture over the coast,
to eigtty-five inches at

